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Editorial 
THE central question of librarianship now and in the past is that which occupies some of 
our pages this month. Reading with purpose and with system, Matthew Arnold declared, 
was the last service to be rendered to education; and in various manner librarians and their 
committees have been endeavouring to do this for many years ; it has indeed been a guiding 

rinciple of the best libraries that they presented to the community only good books. Lately, 

owever, more generous (or lax, according to the standpoint) ideas have been allowed to 
condition the admission of books ; there are not wanting those who objeét to any exercise 
of judgment on the part of the librarian ; if people want certain books they must be served, 
as they pay for them. This argument was exploded long ago, but its revival is justified if the 
librarians are unequal to their pretentions as guides to readers. And to be guides requires 
ever-increasing knowledge, not only.of all work done in bibliographies and reference books, 
but, as our writers indicate, of people and their manifold relations and reactions to books. 
This is enormously difficult in any community but is manifestly so in large cities. As a small 
illustration we may point to a librarian who, when a branch librarian was appointed to his 
Staff, gave him a month of freedom from library work proper in which he was to walk every 
Street of his branch area, interview the clergy, teachers, leading traders, and the secretaries 
and committees of local societies. He thus came to his work with at least an elementary 
notion of the community he had to serve. Such study must have its effeét on book-service ; 
and this is the sort of study that must be pursued in the manner Dr. Waples has advocated 
and practiced (or some such manner) if we are to arrive at a science of book-seleétion applicable 
to the areas a library serves. 

How this is to be done will be a matter for discussion and probable difference of opinion. 
The questionnaire as used by Croydon and Fulham for adult readers and by other libraries 
for child readers affords some material, but the numbers quoted from these places show 
that the method is an unpopular one. Librarians themselves dislike lists of questions sent 
them by their fellow-librarians, partly because the information asked is usually easily avail- 
able in accessible reference books and much of it ought to be known by a modern librarian, 
but also because they share the common English dislike of “ filling in forms.” A@€ual personal 
enquiry is sometimes advocated ; enquiry which seeks to know what lines of interest are 
followed by readers ; but unless the questioned person is in a mood of expansiveness not at 
all common in England, the chances of praétical result are not high. A secret watch on 
readers might be made, but the difficulties are obvious. The whole matter deserves close 
scrutiny ; for, until a library service can be said to anticipate and to serve the needs, as distin& 
from and in addition to the articulate wants, of its people it is far from adequate. 
* * * * * * 


Regional library systems, in spite of criticism, have made remarkable progress. At 
Bristol last month a committee was formed to initiate a scheme for the south-western counties, 
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which are the last area in England to start a regional system. Almost insidiously, so unmarked 
has it been, this remarkable example of praétical co-operation between literally hundreds of 
local authorities has come into being. In a real sense it is possible to say that every English 
library is now a branch of the great invisible but ietsenle. practical national library. The 
bringing together of these authorities was itself an achievement and to have convinced them 
that their books might be interlent was a greater one. Carnegie money has provided the 
motive power for the making of the regional catalogues used by all but one of the regions— 
Yorkshire—but it required the skill of the Trustees and the sensible good-will of librarians 
to achieve this resulc. Especially it needed the taé, foresight and sympathy that Colonel 
Newcombe has always shown from the National Central Library. 


* * * * 


The position of the National Central Library in relation to a general national service 
is one of concern to all who use libraries. It was a disappointment that the Treasury could 
be induced to grant only £5,000 to this library; the Government does nothing more than 
this for public lending libraries and its attitude leaves much to be desired. Moreover, the 
= is for two years only and is conditional on the provision of at least another £2,000 
rom other libraries. What are the chances that every local library that draws on the N.C.L. 
will be persuaded to double its subscription ? One wonders, in view of the fact that some 
libraries who use the N.C.L. actually pay no subscription! Yet, even if local libraries that do 
pay double their payments, they will not be extravagant. 

* * * * x 

The Fortieth Annual Report of the Association of Assistant Librarians shows that this 
useful body now has a roll of 2,413 members, which means that with the exception of 196 
of these the Library Association has that number of members who are library assistants. 
This results from the policy that has been followed of encouraging members to become full 
members of the L.A. The association with its London and eight other divisions has been 
active, in conduéting the important tutorial work of the L.A., in the issue of publications of 
some merit, and in the holding of useful meetings all over the country. As our readers know, 
the members have not followed the lead of their Council in their relations with the L.A. and 
the latter body now appears to have given notice that the present arrangements of affiliation 
are to be ended. This is probably only a preliminary to some new arrangement, which we hope 
will be amicably brought about. The A.A.L. has been of incalculable value to the profession 
and every effort should be made to maintain its activity, its loyalty to the L.A. and its whole- 
some freedom of movement and expression. 

~ * * * * * 

A recent library appointment was advertised and made with unusual speed. The 
appointee was an excellent choice, but the time that elapsed between the day of receiving 
applications and the day on which unsuccessful candidates were notified was exadtly a week, 
which would indicate that they did not receive any serious scrutiny. Moreover, the notification 
read: “I have to thank you for your application and particulars and to inform you that an 
appointment has been made.” Would it not be more satisfying if the notifiers were to say 
who had been appointed ? There surely could be no objeétion to this. Anyway, the notification, 
although cyclostyled, was in a closed envelope, and not, as in an earlier case on which we 


commented, conveyed on a postcard ! 
* * * * * * 


There is now every prospeé that the Margate conference will equal in attendance any 

in recent years. Our comments on it last month have been received with appreciation, and 
reat attention is being focussed upon the private session in which central control of public 
fibeasies is to be discussed. It is the major question with some librarians and it deserves all the 
pre-thinking that those who propose to attend can give it. In a nut-shell the question appears 
to us to mean: do library committees wish to be controlled by the Board of Education or not? 
If not, what is the alternative ? We have our own answer; we hope every reader has his or 


hers 
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The Folger Shakespeare Library 


By Epwin Exlorr WILLouGHBY 
(Chief Bibliographer, Folger Shakespeare Library). 

Asour 1886 a young and recently married employee of the Standard Oil Company spent 
$1.25 for a copy of J. O. Halliwell-Phillipps’ reduced facsimile of the First Folio of 
Shakespeare. This a& proved to be a great event in the history of Shakespearian scholarship. 
It was not, to be sure, this young man’s first purchase of an edition of Shakespeare. Already, 
pomery largely under the influence of Emerson whose leétures he both heard and read, 

e had become an admirer of the poet and owned a thirteen volume pocket edition of the~ 
plays. But this facsimile of the First Folio introduced him to Shakespeare in an original ~ 
text and gave him the idea of colle&ting a scholar’s library of the poet. 

Forty years passed by bringing him, on the one hand, considerable wealth, and, on 
the other hand, a wide knowledge of Shakespearian literature. For Henry Clay Folger was 
no dilettante but a shrewd and scholarly colleGtor. Aided by his wife, Emily Clara Jordan 
Folger (whose death on the 218t of February of this year all bookmen mourn), he slowly 
amassed the world’s greatest collection of books by and about the world’s greatest poet. And 
in the same deliberate way in which he colle&ed his books, he made his plans for their preser- 
vation. Finally, in June, 1930, was laid the cornerstone of a library to house his colleétion. 
Mr. yn 3 unfortunately did not live to see the fruition of his endeavours, for he died two 
weeks after this ceremony, but the beautiful building which he planned was completed and 
dedicated on April 23rd, 1932. 

After the books which Mr. Folger had colleéted were brought from New York to 
Washington they were sorted and as speedily as possible made available to scholars. And 
to-day the Folger Shakespeare Library, administered by the trustees of the founder’s Alma 
Mater, Amherst College, in whose halls he had learned to love Shakespeare, stands the living 
embodiment of a young man’s dream. 


Tue 


The Folger Shakespeare Library is situated close to the United States Capitol, within 
a Stone's throw of the Supreme Court Building and next to the Library of Congress. Although 
the Folger Library has no official conneétion with the latter institution, it maintains close 
relations with it and because of its proximity is spared the necessity both of buying certain 
types of books and of caring for casual readers. 

The building which houses the colle€tion is of white marble, designed by Mr. Paul P. 
Cret in classical style in keeping with the architeéture of the new Supreme Court Building 
and of the newer government buildings of Washington. In size it is 226 by 111 feet, set ona 
mera lot. On the front of the building are nine beautiful panel reliefs by John Gregory 

epicting scenes from Shakespeare’s plays and on the west end is a fountain presided over 
by an elfish statue of Puck modelled by Brenda Putnam. 

Inside is an exhibition gallery through which an average of more than 400 visitors pass 
daily to view the pi@ures, books, manuscripts and relics there displayed. Through the gallery 
they pass into a small Elizabethan theatre. This is modelled after no individual playhouse ~ 
but combines the known features of a better class theatre of the time of Shakespeare. It is 
fully equipped for the produétion of plays with modern lighting and spacious dressing rooms. 

The reading room, the principal room of the library, is modelled after the high-roofed 
banqueting hall of a great Blizabethan house. Around the walls and galleries are arranged) 
different editions of the works of Shakespeare in many languages, a graphic proof of the 
ay which the dramatist has enjoyed. In the windows appear the coats of arms of 

hakespeare’s friends and patrons and the devices of the printers and publishers of his works. 
At the east end of the reading room is a reproduétion of the Stiatford Monument and on the 
west end is a magnificent Stained glass window, designed by Nicola d’Ascenzo, depicting the 
Seven Ages of Man. 
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Besides these public rooms there are well furnished offices, a large cataloguing room, 
private Studies for visiting scholars, comfortable rest rooms, stack rooms, store rooms for 
undisplayed works of art, a bindery, and a photographic laboratory. The building is fire- 
proof and is cared for and guarded as befits both the building and its contents. 


Tue Books. 

The books of the library are housed in air-conditioned stacks and vaults with the humidity 
and temperature regulated according to the recommendations of the United States Bureau 
of Standards. The more valuable works, of course, are kept in four very secure eleétrically 
guarded vaults. Ample provision is made for growth and a million books could probably 
be stored in the library. 

The books of the library number approximately 93,000. Besides these there are 37,000 
manuscripts, 250,000 play bills and 38,000 prints. These materials, of course, centre about 
Shakespeare, but as Shakespeare’s sources and interests were varied and his influence has 
been vast, the subjeéts covered by the books in the library are many. 

First of all there are the works of Shakespeare. In order that a close comparison of 
copies might be made and a critical text of the edition established, Mr. Folger colleéted seventy- 
nine relatively complete copies of the First Folio and enough fragments of other copies to 
make up two or three more—a feat which, when it is remembered that there are probably 
less than two hundred copies extant and many of these are in public libraries, has but few 
equals in the history of book-colleéting. The later folios are also represented by numerous 
copies. Of the quartos of Shakespeare the library has an almost complete collection, many 
of the editions being represented by several copies. Among many treasures especially note- 
worthy are the unique copy of the first edition of the first published play of Shakespeare, 
the Titus Andronicus of 1594 and the only two copies known of the Jaggard “ colleétion ” of 
1619; which remains bound up together, with a third example in which a previous owner 
has had the plays rebound separately. In non-dramatic works of the poet the library is 
equally rich ; it possesses first editions of all the known poems. Of the edited works of 
Shakespeare from Rowe to the editors of the present day, it has examples (often in several 
copies) of all important editions. ; 

Again, there is a large colleétion of Shakespeare’s sources, of the works of nis con- 
temporaries, of books illustrating his time—there are about 12,000 English books printed 
before 1640 in the library—of Shakespearian iconography and music and praétically every 
important study on the life and work of Shakespeare. Further, in order to form a proper 
background for Shakespearian study, a large colleétion has been made on the history, both 
political and social, literature and theatre of England. 

A rough catalogue of the library was made by Mrs. Folger. The books are now being 
classified according to a system specially designed to render the contents of the library easily 
accessible to scholars. THE MANUSCRIPTS. 


The manuscript colleétion of the Folger Shakespeare Library is unparalleled in its field. 
It contains for example the only manuscript of a Shakespearian play contemporary with the 
poet, a version of Henry IV. prepared about 1611, the manuscript diary of the Rev. John 
Ward, Vicar of Stratford, thousands of letters and documents of Shakespeare’s contemporaries, 
and of later actors and scholars. The manuscripts of Garrick and of Halliwell-Phillipps and 
the almost complete records of the Drury Lane Theatre may be mentioned as indicating the 
extent of the colleéction. PorTRAITS AND RELICS. 

Beginning with two examples of the First Folio Droeshout engraving in proot State, 
the library has a complete collection of the important engraved portraits of Shakespeare. 
Of oil paintings of his likeness the library also has many. Of these the Felton (attributed to 
Burbage), the Kneller, the Janssen, the Ashbourne, the Lumley, the Zuccaro, the Cosway, 
the Buttery, the Zoust and the Gunther may be mentioned as among the most imporcant. 
Of busts of the dramatist, the beautiful example by Roubilliac is noteworthy. 
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Of relics of Shakespeare, to name but a few, the library possesses the copy of the 
Blackfriars deeds signed by Walker and held by Shakespeare, a unique impression of John 
Shakespeare’s seal, a document signed by Heminge cacrying out the instructions ot his fellow 
player’s will, furniture from the Birthplace and Anne Hathaway’s Cottage and several 
attributed signatures, two of which may be genuine. 

Of pictorial representations of the plays there are many examples—in all there are 217 
oil paintings in the library. George Romney’s produétions are well represented on the 
walls of the public and private rooms, 

* * * * * * 


At best, however, a description of the Folger Shakespeare Library must fall short of 
conveying an adequate idea of its rich resources. Those who in the past have grieved at the 
departure of many treasures of Elizabethan literature from the land which gave them birth 
would be less troubled could they see them reposing in their present secure location, safe 
from the hazards of fire and other dangers to which for centuries they have been exposed. 
These documents have become true messengers of good-will, reminders of the common 
spiritual heritage of the English-speaking nations. At one end of the exhibition hall of the 
Folger Shakespeare Library is the coat of arms of Great Britain, at the other that of the United 
States. May this beautiful monument to England’s greatest son, as it stands in the shadows 
of the United States Capitol, the Supreme Court Building and the Library of Congress—in 
the very heart of the nation—serve as a constant reminder of the strong bonds which unite 
the countries which acclaim Shakespeare as their greatest poet. 


What Adults Read By F. E. Hansrorp. 


“ To be able to fill leisure intelligently is the last produ& of civilisation.” —Bertrand Russell. 
The public library and the school have been described as “ twin forces of mighty potency, 
whose mission is one.” The former may indeed be regarded as the university of the public, 
the ever-open dictionary of daily wants, the enquire-within-about-everything institution. 
Having said so much I am reminded of the opening words of Professor Lask:’s notable address, 
recently delivered to the Annual Conference of the simpy | Association at Manchester :— 
“In the cultural history of our people (he said) the development of the public 
library occupies a place comparable in importance with the development of our schools. 
Each has opened to the masses a cultural heritage formerly in large part unknown. 
Each has had an influence comparable to the achievement of the medieval university. 
They have contributed, as no other faéts, to enlightenment, to rationalism, to the sense 
of unity which comes to a people aware of the significance of the traditions they have 
to maintain and to enrich.” 
Realising that education, in its widest sense, is a life process, that the old proverb 
“ Youth is the proper season for improvement ” is but a half-truth, two of our most progres- 
sive libraries—Croydon (the largest library in the South-Eastern Regional Library System) 
and Fulham—have recently been engaged in investigating the tastes and interests of their 
adult readers by means of questionnaires. The response to these, given by 557 readers at 
Croydon and 315 at Fulham, has not been so full as that which followed the circulation of 
questionnaires on children’s reading at East Ham, Derby and elsewhere, for not only were 
the encouraging influences and the ative co-operation of the schools lacking but (to quote 
the chief Librarian of Croydon) “‘ many adult readers showed the hesitation which English- 
men usually feel about the filling in of official forms.” Nevertheless, the net result has been 
distin@ly valuable and enlightening, representing, as it does, the opinions and preferences 
of the more serious and discerning type of pos 


Non-FIcTION PREFERENCES. 


The first se&tion in each questionnaire dealt with the types of non-fictional books in 
which readers found themselves most interested. I have tabulated the subjeéts in the order 
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of preference, the appended numbers representing the total votes per subjeét. Since it is 
interesting to see how nearly the requirements and tastes of the teaching profession correspond 
to those of the general public, I have in the third column given details from Mr. R. J. Fraser’s 
Annual Report concerning the distribution of the 176,592 issues made by the London County 
Council Education Library to its 17,937 readers (15,037 teachers, and 2,900 members of the 
administrative staff) during 1935. It should here be pointed out that the 55,936 volumes 
contained in this library are by no means confined to subjeéts dealing with classroom procedure 
and educational theory and practice. The L.C.C. regularly adds books of a “ broadly cultural ” 
interest, which, primarily intended for the leisure hours of its readers, are but indireétly 
associated with the work of the schools. 


Order No. | Order No. | Order 
of CRoYDON of of of of L.CC, No. 
Prefer- Votes |Prefer- FutHam Votes |Prefer- Education of 
ence ence ence Library Issues 
1 Travel & Geography 195| 1 Travel and 1 General English 
2 History - 135 Exploration 139 Literature ++ 32,519 
3 A 133| 2 Biography .. 117| 2. History... 24,387 
4 Gene jence and 3 General English 3 Travel & Geography 20,439 
Biology .. we 103 Literature 113| 4 Handwork & Crafts 13,875 
5 General English 4 History... mai 106} 5 Theory, Praétice and 
Literature we 99| 5 Fine Arts (Drawing, History of Educa- 
6 Economics ee 96 Painting, Sculpture, tion ae -+ 13,676 
7 Fine Arts (including Architeéture) ‘ 90} 6 Science y 11,971 
Archite@ture, Psychology 89| 7 Psychology and 
Drawing, Painting 64 Drama and the Philosophy 11,621 
and Engraving) .. 89 Theatre .. 89; 8 Music 9,524 
8 Engineering oe 88| 7 Nature Study an 76| 9 Art 9,240 
9 Foreign Literature .. 80/ 8 Engineering (including 10 Economics and 
10 Sport & Recreations 77 Eleéricity and Sociology 7,464 
11 Music ° 72 Wireless) 70\11 Applied Science 7,017 
12 Religion .. 66| 9 Education .. as 65\t2 Languages .. 5,382 
13 57|10 Foreign Literature . 61/13 Religion 4,923 
14 Drama 53) Sport & Recretations 5$9|14 Mathematics 45275 
15 Physics & Chemistry 48 Poetry iis ae 59\15 Guides 279 
16 Philosophy 35|12 Politics 56 
17 Gardening .. as 31|13 Music (including 
18 Poetry as 29 Folk Songs) ee 55 
: Photography 28|\14 Physics, Chemistry & 
9. Mathematics 28 Chemical Technolo 54 
zo Astronomy 14\15 Gardening .. 50 
16 Economics ° 49 
17. Religion 47 
18 Photography be 31 
19 Business Books oe 29 
20 Domestic Economy 26 


Some interesting conclusions, both general and specific, have been drawn from the 
Statistical statements of readers’ preferences. The returns (says Mr. W. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A., 
of Croydon) are “ sufficient to show how wide and many are the interests for which the public 
library in a large town has to cater, and how critically the serious reader regards that service.” 
The last comment refers to the remarks—suggestive, critical and appreciative—which readers 
entered on their forms. The Chief Librarian has been impressed by the general high quality 
of the mass of criticism thus offered, and it is partly in the light of such that the Committee 
has been constrained to seek the expert advice of Dr. J. W. Whitaker, the Principal of Croydon 
Polytechnic, and of Messrs. C. T. Prime and R. J. Deacock, of Whitgift School, in therevision 
of the book-lists in the science seétion. Mr. Sayers also comments on the increasing popularity 
of biography and autobiography: among the volumes most in demand during the year at 
Croydon were the Rt. Hon. Winston S. Churchill’s Mer/borough, the Rt. Hon. D. Lloyd- 
George’s War Memoirs, Adolf Hitler’s My Struggle, the Very Rev. W. R. Inge’s Vale ! the 
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Queen of Roumania’s Story of My Life, Thomas Lowell’s With Lawrence in Arabia, H. G. 
Wells’ Experiment in Autobiography, Daphne Du Maurier’s Gerald, and Sir Walter Armstrong’s 
J. M. W. Turner. Old favourites for which there is always a Steady demand include Boswell’s 
Life of Samuel Johnson and Samuel Pepys’ Diary and Correspondence. 


Ever since the far-off days when Marco Polo and Sir John Mandeville caught the 
imagination of Europe with their “ Travels,” accounts of voyages and explorations have 
found no lack of eager readers. The above Statistics show that such works are prime 
favourites still. It is pleasing to find that history takes a high place in each list. Less con- 
cerned than formerly with dates and reigns and chronological tables, the teaching of history 
has in the past few years been revolutionised. The study of the social life of the people as 
refle&ted in contemporary documents, letters and diaries, the increased attention given to 
local history, school journeys to places of historical interest, and the circulation of admirable 
lantern slides have combined to make history a very vivid and living subje&. May not its 
present popularity be taken as a direét and happy result of the better handling of what was 
once the worst-taught subje& of the curriculum ? 

With regard to the Fulham returns, the Borough Librarian (Mr. W. T. Creed, A.L.A.) 
States that “‘ the great surprise is the high place taken by Psychology in all our libraries.” 
He is, moreover, convinced that the demand arises from a very real desire to study the subjeé, 
and does not represent a mere ephemeral interest consequent upon the reading of sensational 
articles on personal magnetism, hypnotism, inferiority complexes, psycho-analysis, and the 
like. Similarly at Croydon such works as Adler’s Practice and Theory of Individual Psychology 
and Fortune’s Psychic Self-Defence figure among those that show the highest average number 
of issues per year since placed on the shelves. 


FavourITE AUTHORS OF FICTION. 


Fulham readers were invited to indicate their favourite novelists,and on a list of 38 which 
received 9 or more votes the first twelve are :-— 

1. P. G. Wodehouse. 
2. Edgar Wallace. 
3. H. C. McNeile (“ Sapper ”’). 
4. H. G. Wells. 
5. Warwick Deeping. 
6. John Buchan. 
7. John Galsworthy. 
8. Hugh Walpole. 
9. Dorothy Sayers. 

10. Zane Grey. 

11. Jeffery Farnol. 

12. J. B. Priestley. 


It is noteworthy that of the thirty-eight, thirty-seven may be regarded as “ moderns,” 
the sole exception being Dickens who is 218t on the list. Alas for oa Eliot, with her 
wonderful faculty of observation, for Wilkie Collins, the best melodramatist of his age, for 
Thackeray whose Esmond is held by many critics to be the finest historical novel in the language, 
for Sir Walter Scott, that superb expositor of charaéter! Do we moderns hold, with Mr. 
Shaw Desmond, that he whom our grandsires styled “ the Wizard of the North” is after 
all but a third-rate novelist ? Or has Mr. Hugh Walpole discovered the true reason for the 
negleé& of these great romances when he writes :— 


“ Because generations of school-boys have been presented with Ivanhoe and Quentin 
Durward for holiday tasks, because these works and others have been burdened with 
school notes and by pedantic prefaces, generation has succeeded generation with a 
backward glance at the Waverley Novels as a burden too heavy to be bales, a weariness 
too deep to be endured ” ? 


» 4 
} 
> 
_ 
fa 
oF) 
‘ 
q 
q 
ne 
bey 
ic 
. 
TS 
ty 
ee 
on 
ty 
at 
he 


232 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


It is Strange, too, and surely somewhat disconcerting, that the names of Thomas Hardy, 
George Moore, Sir Gilbert Parker, Maurice Hewlett, Sir James Barrie and Mary Webb do 
not appear among the first thirty-eight. 

Croydon readers were not asked to vote on fictional works, but from the booklet, “‘ What 
Croydon Reads,” we learn that the following are “‘ the favourites in the fiction of the moment” : 


Boileau, E. - When Yellow Leaves. 
*Buchan, J. - The Free Fishers. 
*Cronin, A.J. - Hatter’s Cafile. 
*Deeping, W. - Seven Men Came Back. 

Frankau, G. - Three Englishmen. 
*Galsworthy, J. - Over the River. 

Hodson, J. L. - Harvest in the North. 
*Jacob, Naomi - The Loaded Stick. 
*Linklater, E. - Magnus Merriman. 
*Mannin, Ethel - Men are Unnise. 


*Maugham,W.S.- Of Human Bondage. 

(The authors marked with an asterisk also figure among the Fulham favourites.) 

Limitation of space forbids the inclusion of many of the interesting comments made by 
Fulham and Croydon readers concerning fiction. One demands “ humour—Wodehouse 
especially,” another would “ like to see, as a background to the study of history, more old- 
time novels, giving the social setting of former times ”—novels which are steeped in “ the 
atmosphere of English country life a hundred and more years ago,” a third wishes for “‘ more 
sound, clean British writers such as Rider Haggard, James Hocking, Kipling, etc., showing 
in a romantic way, how the British Empire was made” (evidently the last two, like Justin 
McCarthy, would wish their fiétion to be “‘ dipped in the old holy well of romance ”’), while 
a schoolmaster offers the terse advice, “ Buy less fiction.” 

But enough has been said to indicate the extent and value of these researches and to 
warrant the truth of Mr. Berwick Sayers’ di€tum that the library, if ‘systematic and repre- 
sentative ” will undoubtedly prove “ an auxiliary of education.” “‘ I believe,” says the Chair- 
man of the Fulham Libraries Committee (Professor H. J. Laski), “ that the purpose of a 
public library is to make accessible the heritage of culture, in the widest sense of the word, 
to any who may wish to take advantage of it. . . The librarian is in charge of the tradition 
of civilised man. He is required by his office to be militant about its rights. He is, as Heine 
said, a soldier in the liberation war of humanity. Let him earn his reward for valour in that 
noblest of all confliés.” 


What People Read 


NEARLY twelve years ago the present President of the Library Association read before the 
Glasgow Conference a paper, A Plea for the Analytical Study of the Reading Habit,* which 
attracted much attention, and in some ways Still remains the best thing of its kind. The 
main plea of the paper was that the librarian should get amongst his open shelves, and con- 
tinually oversee and overhear his readers. In addition to the compiling of lists of the books 
which everyone ought to read and hoping for readers for them, he should go out regularly 
to his shelves, take down typical volumes, and check the aétual use made of them. That, in 
bald statement, was the effect of the paper, and yet, simple as the suggestion was, it was con- 
sidered to be novel. Later, I endeavoured to do for a large library by means of an analytical 
table of stock and issues, the work Mr. Savage suggested, as I found that desirable, and even 
delightful, as would be the personal work with books and readers which he advocated, some 
of us had not the necessary time to carry it out. Some of us perhaps had not the necessarily 
comprehensive grasp of stock in all its classes implied in the sort of examination he envisaged. 


* Library Association Record, v. 26, gew set. 2, pp. 210-225, 1924. 
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The results of my own personal experiments were published in 1929 in a little volume, The 
Revision of the Stock of a Public Library, and apart from the chapter on book-sele&tion in Brown’s 
Manual, the chapter, all too brief, in the Swa/] Libraries Manual, and a good paper read at 
Hastings in 1935 by Mr. Wilfrid Hynes, there has been little that is systematic on the subje& 
done in this country. There was, however, an interesting account of his book-sele&tion 
at Finchley, by Mr. T. E. Callander,} but it was mainly confined to experiments with fiGtion, 
and I do not forget Mr. L. R. McColvin’s Theory Y Book-Selection for Public Libraries, 1925, a 
book of sound speculation which is too little read. 

But book seleétion study has a long way to go yet. 

By this I mean that while there are scores of writings, and possibly hundreds of librarians, 
that have dealt with what is a good or a bad bookfrom the library point of view, there is still 
needed the vital contac between the right reader and the right book. It is an old want of 
course ; a great deal older than any living librarian. It has been stated often enough, but 
there has never been until lately any systematic attempt at its solution. 

One must be a little more precise, perhaps. It must have struck most librarians 
of experience that the best books on many subjeés simply do not exist. If this could be 
proven clearly it would open a certain field of work for authors and publishers and in turn 
for us. To discuss things like this is surely one of the main purposes of the questions which 
the public have been asked lately in some libraries. We must go even further, and learn the effect 
of public need, taste and educational levels on the supply of books. In the smallest space one may 
state the problem thus :— 

1.—If we could ascertain what kind of stuff a given group of people wanted and liked 
to read at a given time, we could go on to discover if the supply of that kind a@tually existed. 

2.—From that, if it did not exist, we might take steps to fill the gap revealed; and, still 
further, 

3.—If what was demanded in this way was shown to be of inferior worth, we could 
go on to suggest the supply in better form of the kind of thing desired. 

We see this clearly enough in children’s reading. Tiger Tim’s Weekly has the same — 
logical appeal exaétly as, in ascending order of merit, Peter Rabbit, Winnie-the-Poob, and, some- 
what ahead, A/ice in Wonderland. That is trite by now and has been proved. 

So far as adults are concerned, the enquiry has been taken up in a variety of forms by 
the Graduate Library School at Chicago. Its most important activities are direéted to an 
enquiry into the “‘ demands ” of all types of readers. A social or industrial group of people 
is asked to State what they read at a particular time, what appealed to them mostin that reading, 
and what they remember of it, and many other particulars. The enquiry in this (and number- 
less other forms which suggest themselves) has been and is being conduéted in all countries. 
A preliminary statement of the work will be found in Waples and Tyler’s What People Want 
to Read About, Chicago, 1931, the title of which shows the method of approach. Dr. Waples 
is Dean of the School, and Dr. Tyler is a professor in educational research in Ohio State 
University. The work is too large, too detailed, and too complex in parts for analysis of the 
briefest kind in this short note; but, in effeé, it is an account statistically made with most 
interesting deduétions from the statements of their reading tastes made by a hundred grou 
in all classes of life. The school also publishes The Library Quarterly, one of the most remark- 
able journals on the theory of librarianship, which contains accounts of similar researches 
into the reading needs of particular towns and into such matters as the effeé& of political events 
on special classes of reading. For example, how has di€tatorship as a pra¢tical ding in Europe 
affected the production and reading of books on economics and politics, and amongst what 
sorts of readers are the effeés seen. 

So far, British librarians have had little time, and have not had sufficient assistants, 
to carry out locally such enquiries as these, but in every town some attempt can be made to 
Study the kinds of books, or other literary material, preferred by certain types of reader. The 


L.A. Record, v. 2 (4th series), pp. 304, 1935. 
PP. 416-419, 1934. 
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modern school of book-seleétors seemed at one time to regard “‘ issue value ” as the criterion 
of the work. That has been exploded, because any librarian knows that if he stocks the book 
of the moment to the exclusion of others he can make his issues pra¢tically what he likes. 
It is good publicity, but, as Mr. Savage has lately pointed out quite tellingly, it is not librarian- 
ship. There is only one ultimate principle to work to, and that is to get the appropriate book 
to the reader. That demands much more than study of “ issue values,” because readers are 
often quite ovine in their choice of books. Ifanyone doubts this, let him watch the return counter 
of any busy lending library and see how many readers stand waiting to examine the returned 
books. They have faith in everyone’s choice but their own ; and thus the foolish is chosen 
by the foolish for the foolish. The librarian may comfort himself, as some do, with the 
assurance that as there are no bad books in his library the foolish are saved, willy-nilly, from 
their folly ; and he may even believe himself ! 

These considerations, again, appear to affeé& only the novel-reader. We have much wider 
concerns than he, and have many difficulties. The prevalence of open-access has grave dis- 
advantages, because, if we display our books adequately, we do not fill a library with shelves 
divided only by barely negotiable gangways ; we use much space for tables and display 
furniture and often shelve only the walls. With the result that a great many of our books are 
in Stack-rooms. And often the best of them, because the natural temptation is to display 
those books which go out most easily. I have found, again and again, that a book which 
circulated with fair frequency while on open shelves has gone almost dead when removed to 
the stack ; and no amount of cataloguing, hand-listing or other publicity will revive it to any 
extent. This, however, is a side-track, if a very important one. 

I hope someone else, especially some among our younger men and women, will focus 
attention upon the problems I have outlined so inadequately. The popular library move- 
ment has come to stay, and must adjust itself to all the changing conditions of a fluid sort 
of society. It is by the study of that society in relation to reading that we are able to arrive 
at methods of book-supply which are likely to forward our cultural purpose. In less flam- 
boyant words, we want to know why a boy or girl, man or woman, is attracted to a particular 
type of book; to be sure that the attraction persists ; then to analyse the elements of that 
attraction ; to assess its worth educationally and socially ; and, finally, if its worth is proved, 
to promote the perfect book which shall advance that attraction. 

At any rate, the attempts of the Graduate School of Librarianship, in this direétion, 
should be examined. W.C.B.S. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 

While you have been meditating on the fifty-ninth annual conference of the Library 
Association, I have been exploring a number of printed catalogues issued by various public 
libraries during the last ten years. In order to attack them at their most vulnerable point, 
I seleéted in each case Dewey’s class 400, which he names Philology, and which nearly always 
turns out to be the weakest point in the library’s book-sele€tion. You may say that Philology 
is, after all, hardly a very important subjeé&, compared with the rest of the classes—or that 
text-books comprise most of the stock of the 400’s and that it is natural enough not to purchase 
many such books. I feel, however, that more attention should be paid to the adequate and 
efficient seleétion of books on our own language and on foreign languages and that here the 
question of text-book or not a text-book should be waived. 

Most libraries of any size, nowadays, usually have a number of modern books in French 
and German, if not in Spanish and Italian. In addition, there are the classics of European 
literature, which even the smallest libraries seem to acquire somehow—by gift or purchase. 

These books, although on the open shelves, are literally inaccessible to the general 
public, unless they have a knowledge of the language in which they are written. No librarian 
would think of circulating a number of books on qualitative analysis without at the same 
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BOOKS 
for the 
Reference 
Library 


These books and many others in the 
Gregg Lists are being largely bought 
by Reference Libraries. Written by 
specialists, they are authoritative and 
up-to-date and are widely used by 
professional workers and students. 


Write for Complete Catalogue to 


: ITS THEORY AND PRACTICE. (Szconp 
10/6 net 


By S. E. Thomas, B.Com.(Lond.), Ph.D. 914 pages 
ELEMENTS OF ECONOMICS. (Sevents Eprrion) 

By S. E. Thomas, B.Com (Lond.), Ph.D. 737 +-viii. pages 
THE ELEMENTS OF COSTING. (Seconp Eprtion) 

By George R. Glover, F.C.1.S., A.L.A.A. (Fellow of the 


Royal Economic Society) and R. Ciyane 


COMPANY LAW. (Szcowp Eprriom) 
By Harry Farrar, M.C., A LL.B., Barrister-at-Law. 
543+ xxiv. pages ... 


ner AND PRACTICE “oF INCOME TAX AND 


AX. (Tents Eprrion) 
By Halford W. L. F.C.A., w. 
AND A VERTISING 
By H A.C.LS. 272 pages 
PRINCIPLES OF MERCANTILE LAW 
y E. W. Chance, O.B.E., 


LL.B. 
Revised by A. G. Davis, ‘LLM. (Lond.), Solicitor. 


Eprtion). 249+ x. pages 
IL., by Thomas Ottaway, Solicitor and 
(Fiera Eprrion). 268+ = 

vole if purchased together = 
PRINCIPLES OF BANKING. SECOND 

By S. E. Thomas, B.Com.(Lond.), P +wvii. pages 
PARTNERSHIP LAW. (Seconp Eprr10n) 

By O. Shepherd, M.A., LL.B. (Cantab.). 158 pages 
SHORTHAND. Complete Manual 

A wide range of Supplementary Textbooks. 


10/6 net 


5/- net 
12/6 net 
11/6 net 

5/- net 
8/6 net 
12/6 net 
8/6 net 
7/6 net 

3/6 


THE GREGG PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 


GREGG HOUSE, RUSSELL SQUARE, 
LONDON, W.C.1 


STARRS LIBRARY BINDINGS 


for cheapness. 


bindings. 


WE have not succumbed to the temptation to sacrifice strength 


Although our prices are competitive, we still retain hidden sources of 
strength in split boards, loose back work calico lined, and “ protected ”’ 
leather, even in our lower priced styles. They will help even an inferior 
book to give longer wear, and you pay no more for it. 


We give you a first class job, whether in our cheaper styles or better 


Various styles in any materials, all embodying Brightness, Smartness, 
Refinement and Reliability. 


GIVE US A TRIAL, PLEASE! 


JAMES STARR & SONS LTD. 
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time making available one or two general books on chemistry. We are not expeéted to attack 
the Cambridge History of English literature without being able to obtain Saintsbury as well. 
So that in many a public library of to-day we have the anomaly that the student of science, 
or of history, or of many another subje& can get introductory textbooks and advanced 
treatises, while the general reader who is interested ina language, or is going abroad next year, 
is offered examples of that language in its most developed stage—that of literature. 

A bibliographical physician would diagnose this attitude of the librarian as 

“ Text-Boox BLINDNEss,” 
or mee intelle€tual snobbism, where to the people who did not learn French or German 
at school, he later refuses them the necessary tools for acquiring those languages. In turn, 
this reaéts upon the use of the Foreign Literature section, since the machine is there but the 
- motive power is lacking. 

Akin to this problem is one mentioned to me by a London friend of mine. A borrower 
wished to consult the past examination papers for the Arts degree of the University of London. 
A search by phone and visit revealed the faé& that very few libraries have any copies in stock, 
and fewer still have complete files. Perhaps this is a vexed question, but surely such papers 
are an essential part of any Career Bureau in the Reference Department. After all, a degree 
or a diploma is a large part of one’s early career, and examples of the papers set for such 
qualifications are just as vital as vague 

“ STREETS-PAVED-WITH-GOLD ” 
promises of important jobs when one has passed the necessary examinations. 

I remember hearing, some two or three years ago, a lecture by Mr, Ryde, of Croydon, 
who told us how he answered the queries of Reference Library visitors. He described his 
method of examining the contents and appendices of any general reference book, in order 
to index valuable material. How many reference librarians have either the time or the 
enthusiasm to do this kind of thing ? 

I am often inclined to think how departmentalised we are in danger of becoming. Staffs 
grow larger and departments busier, so that ome may come across an assistant who has 
worked for two or three years in the lending department, but for four or five hours only in 
the reference library. Again, since each male assistant is potentially a future chief librarian, 
he should have some experience in the junior library, if he is to know anything of, or 
sympathise with the aims of work with children. 

What is more disturbing is the antagonistic attitude of county and municipal libraries— 
an attitude which is by no means one-sided. A county library assistant once told me quite 
seriously that the average municipal librarian never met with the difficulties and complexities 
which beset every county librarian ; while an assistant in an urban library asked me, not long 
afterwards, in what county library work consists, beyond packing boxes of books ! 

The gap between university libraries and ourselves is wider still. The appointments 
from county and urban to university libraries are as rare as those in the other dire€tion. We 
know praétically nothing of the routine or problems of university libraries, and very few 
of us meet assistants who could explain them to us. There is a clear case for exchange of 
Staffs between each kind of library, and for examinations which insist on knowledge of each, 


and not of one type of library. 
But these contentions will probably be dealt with at some future conference. Kent 


is indeed A Lanp or Hope 

for libraries. How many libraries can you remember as being opened in Kent in the last 
five years? Deal, Dover, Herne_ Bay, Sheerness, Gillingham, Sidcup and Chislehurst, 
Crayford, and soon will come Beckenham. If any delegates to Margate this year choose to 
travel far, they will be able to view the results of a generous policy on the part of the County 
Library. I see that Dover has decided to issue an invitation to the Library Association to 
visit Dover during Conference Week, and no doubt many librarians will want to see if Mr. 
Munford’s ideas work out successfully in practice. 
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SOUND VALUES 


We are justly proud of the fact that our success 
as Library Re-Binders during the past 26 years 
has been won solely on MERIT 


FEATURES OF VALUES 


Samples and prices sent on receipt of a post card 
Inventors of the Popular NU CRAFT Binding 
Inventors of the New Process for Book Lettering now in international use 


DUNN & WILSON, LTD. 


BELLEVUE BINDERY FALKIRK 


RECOGNIZED AS 

|. Workmanship @ UNSURPASSED 

ALWAYS RELIABLE AND 
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RANGE AND VARIETY 

3. Styles @ UNEQUALLED 
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ces @ LOWEST FOR SIMILAR WORK 


Compete CATALOGUE ON APPLICATION. BOOKS OBTAINABLE FROM ANY BOOKSELLER OR LiBRaRY. 


Tue Pustisners invite MSS. ror Pusiication. Apvice Free. 1898. 


ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL, Ltd. 


THE VISITATION OF GOD. Hercutes Hantzakos. 
A thought-provoking and convincing work, given inspirationally, and confirming the Godhead of Jesus Christ. 10s. 64. net 
MARRIED OR TRAPPED. T. Watron. 
(By author of “ The Haunted Wing.”’) Splendid new novel, with strongly sustained interest throughout. 7s. 6d. net 
THE HAUNTED WING. T. Watton 
(By author of “ Married or Trapped.”) Thrilling adventure story of modern smugglers. Action and Romance. 7s. 64. net 
JESUS CHRIST, THE WORD OF GOD. Rev. Huw Epwarps 
A distinctly helpful and very suggestive treatise. 7s. 64. net 
THE MAN WITHOUT A MOUTH. Joun CHARLES 
An absorbing thriller—full of excitement. 6s. net 
AGAPE. Rev. D. Cosury, M.A., B.D. 
The Story of Christ in Verse. Highly commended and of great appeal to all readers. és. net 
THE MILLS OF GOD. A. I. Hoce 
Striking new story—original and interesting. 2s. 6d. net 
ROUND CAPE HORN TO CALLAO. Carr. Wu. Watt 
Graphically descriptive, and vividly written. 2s. 6d. net 
RHYMES OF AN OLD COOPER. Tom. C, Baker 
Selection of splendid poems—tuneful and rhythmic. 2s. net 
SCATTERED VERSES. Ww. A. 
Poems on many subjects, and each with distinct appeal. 2s. net 
WINGED THOUGHTS. Frances Kent 
Collection of and metrical. 1s. 6d. net 
A GALLANT GENTLEM Dr. F. Laucurow 
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But with such a full programme, odd moments will be very few. One can understand 
the value of printing the papers with discussions after the Conference, but if the papers were 
printed and circulated before the Conference, and each session was given up entirely to 
discussion, it is possible that much more of importance might be forthcoming from such an 
opportunity for previous consideration. 

Every time I read or hear of the Folger Shakespeare Library I am reminded of the shrewd 
observation of a well-known librarian, who pointed out the great folly of colleé&ting so many 
copies of the First Folio under one roof, since the destruétion of the library by fire or otherwise 
would be an irreparable loss. This is not to belittle the undoubted services which have 
been rendered by the Folger Library, or to condemn the gifts of a great colle&tor, but a 
criticism which any insurance company would endorse. 

Is it possible for a librarian or anyone to generalise on the question of the reading of 
adults ? From behind the counter it is often very difficult to reconcile what you know of the 
borrower with the books that he has seleéted. What can one make of the woman who reads 
Jean Barre and De Quincey ; or, of the man who lets his wife change his books, and never 
expresses any preferences of his own? I think it is impossible for us to come to the most 
general of conclusions. Very often our borrowers are members of two or three other libraries, 
and are buyers, too. 

However, Waples and one or two others are not so sceptical as I am, and while the 


Post-Graduate School at Chicago probes our borrowers’ and our own minds, I will bid you 
farewell ! XANTHIPPE. 


Dear 
__ It caused me much grief, in the February issue, to find that you of all people should 
side with CraBBED AGE. 

Are you losing your youth so rapidly, who once seemed ageless ? Do you really begrudge 
your young assistants the things that were denied you ? For shame! 

The average youngster to-day is a far brighter fellow than his forbears, although he may 
evade responsibility. I know it is difficult at times to resist that feeling of “ what was good 
enough for me is good enough for them,” but you cannot really be serious ? Did you, my 
honoured friend, ever tend a single furnace or light a neat and pretty fire for the sheer joy of 
doing it? Of course not! How then can you grumble at an improved state of affairs which 
allows your juniors to spend their off-periods in the comparative comfort of a staff-room, or 
to meet their friends on a very occasional Saturday evening ? This 

oF GLoom 
ill befits you. And yet in one thing I will agree with you. The 
“ SARTORIAL PECULIARITIES ” 
of the younger generation fill me with shame. Was there ever business office that would tolerate 
the slovenliness that we see ? Perhaps it is that an atmosphere of knowledge creates a natural 
disrespe& for personal appearance. One notices it among the teaching profession and the 
disease may be common to both. I am no Sir Walter Gilbey, but I do think this lack of respe& 
towards the public we serve may 
Re-Acr as A BOOMERANG 
and decrease the public’s respeé& for an honourable profession. 

Nor is the evil confined to thé male members of our staffs. Most of us insist, and rightly 
so, that the girls shall be clad in overalls. But did you ever see a really smart overall—one 
that took your breath away, I mean ? 

Apart from a very few examples, of which the late and respeéted Marian Frost was one, 
did you ever meet a chief who gave the impression of having devoted a single minute to the 
appearance of his staff ? . 
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you your hildren’ s Library 


“THE BARGERYS” by Philip Ballard ? 
We are offering this exceptionally nice book bound from the sheets at 5/9 


Other books bound from the sheets recently added to our JUVENILE LISTS are: 
BAKER. ‘Tell Them Again Tales ”’ 
CLARK. ‘* Twenty Tales for Telling *’ 
GORY. ‘* Wild Life Ways.’ 
POLKINGHORNE. Tale in Everything 
WEBB. ‘‘Twice Ten”... 
Series regularly in stock in attractive brary bindings include: 
DR. DOLITTLE SERIES. SANDMAN SERIES. 
AMELIARANNE SERIES. MILLY-MOLLY-MANDY SERIES. 
Write for full list and prices 


We are exhibiting at the Library Association Conference Exhibition at 
Margate in June when full range of titles will be on view. 


Library Bookbinders 
B. RILEY & Co., Ltd., Library Bookbi 
366 LEEDS ROAD, HUDDERSFIELD 


NOW READY 


LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANSHIP IN AMERICA: 

A British commentary and comparison. By Henry A. SHarp, Deputy 
Librarian of the Croydon Public Libraries ; Fellow, by Honours Diploma, 
of the Library Association ; Honorary Fellow of the Association of Assistant 
Librarians. With an Introduétion by Joseph L. Wheeler, Librarian, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library of Baltimore. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xvi., 192. 8 plates, 
2 plans. 7s. 6d. net 

“Mr. S his enterprise, his broad and open mind, his keenness in and 


promoted the cause of librarianship.”—JosepH L. WHEELER. 


LIBRARIES FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN EUROPE AND AMERICA. 
by H. Pururp Spratt, B.Sc., A.I.Mech.E. London, A.S.M.E., New York, 
V.D.I. Berlin (Science Museum, London). Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 224, 
Frontis. 10s. 6d. net 

The purpose of this book is to explain the facilities which are offered scientific research 
workers in modern libraries and documentation centres in the principal countries of the 


world and further to show how librarians endeavour to assit them in the queft for pub- 
lished information, even in the most s; fields. 


Prospectuses Free on Application. 
GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C.1i 
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It is lamentable, Euripides, that we have no 
FASHION PARADE 
at our Conferences. 

What greater fillip could you imagine for the Conference Exhibition ? I would predi& 
an immediate clamour for extended hours of opening, though I tremble for the adverse effe& 
on the sessional attendances. We have not 

MOVED WITH THE TIMEs, 
my friend. We have no “ Library Queen” to tour our cities and towns. No photos of 
“ Miss Librarian, 1936,” adorn the pages of our very respectable journals ; no special supple- 
ment is given away to regular subscribers. Would you not agree, Euripides, that the advent 
of beauty that would greet the adoption of such a proposal would more than compensate the 
lack of brains that might follow in its train? Can you not imagine the impatience with 
which the Latest Margate Models would be awaited in the Midlands and the North ? 

You and I must get together at Margate, and in the relatively few spare moments, to 
judge from the full programme, that we shall be allowed, I shall hope to convince you of my 

PLAN TO PULCHRIFY THE PROFESSION. 

How it would fare under Government control and inspection is questionable, but I have 
no doubt that once we can attraé& the attention of the fashion experts, they would have little 
difficulty in evolving a suitable garment out of red tape ! Vale. ALCIBIADES. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LeTreRs ON Our AFFAIRS.” 


—Editor, Tue Lrsrary Wor.p.] 


Personal News 


Mr. Percy W. Bennett, A.L.A., Borough 
Librarian of Colchester, has been appointed 
City Librarian of Gloucester. Mr. Bennett 
was trained at Croydon. 

Miss E. B. Hicks, A.L.A., Assistant in the 
Birmingham Reference Library, to be Assistant 
in the West Riding County Library. 

Mr. C. F. Osborn, F.L.A., Assistant in the 
Birmingham Reference Library, to be a Senior 
Assistant in the Stockport Public Libraries. 

Miss D. M. Trevelyan, Assistant in the 
Birmingham Public Libraries, has retired on her 
marriage. 

Miss M. C. Ward, Assistant in the Birming- 
ham Public Libraries, has retired on her 
marriage. 


Library Topics 


The Editor of Tue Lrsrary would be if 


Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 

Matter should reach the ial Offices not later than the 

fir t of each month.) 

BATH.—The Bath Public Libraries have just 
issued the second edition of a Handlift of Quick 
Reference Books. Attractively produced, it 
gives particulars of the most important 
direétories, year-books, and quick reference 
works available. 


BRENTFORD AND CHISWICK.—In the 
January number of The Fordwick, the quarterly 
list of books added to the Brentford and 
Chiswick Public Libraries is an article on 
“ Detective Fiction” by Gladys Mitchell, the 
author of many works in that medium in al] 
our libraries. 

BURNLEY. — Burnley Library Journal 
holds the attention of the reader by its pre- 
sentation—printing and illustrations—and has 
we expeét a larger circulation than many more 
conservative journals. In the February num- 
ber are articles by Robert Herring on “ The 
Ballett”” and “ War over Abyssinia,” both 
well illustrated. 

CHELTENHAM.—Francis Brett Young, 
the well-known novelist, is the subje& of an 
article in The Cheltenham Quarterly. At the 
Municipal Art Gallery an exhibition of decora- 
tions, paintings and by Ithell 
Colquhoun was held from February 8th to 
March 7th. 

COLCHESTER.—Colchester has issued a 
“ souvenir” pamphlet giving accounts of the 
various public services during the last hundred 
years, in commemoration of the centenary of 
the passing of the Municipal Corporations A& 
It is edited by Sir W. Gurney Benham 
Mr. P. W. Bennett, Borough Librarian. 
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VISIT 


WASTELL’S 
EDUCATIONAL 
SUPPLY 
SERVICE 
Stand No. 4 


AT MARGATE 


Price 10/6 
300 pp., 74x 5, cloth bound 


ELEMENTARY POLITICS 
AND REFORM 


Lt.-Colonel L. E. HOPKINS, D.S.O. 


The industrial era is now passing 
through its silly season led by the 
schoolmasters and professors. Their 
mistakes are assured a cumulative 
development by means of the exam- 
ination system of the universities. 
This book debates the more obvious 
of their errors and deduces remedies. 


CORTIS & CO. 
| Regent St., London, 


ORDER THROUGH SIMPKIN MARSHALL 


Second year of issue 
Lowe’s 


Oriental Calendars 


exhibiting 
AT A GLANCE 
ALL 
the corresponding dates in the British, Moslem, 
Iranian, Chinese, Coptic, Turkish, Bengali, 
Fasli, Sambat, and Hebrew Almanacs for 1936, 
with literary supplement containing copious tables 
of Oriental weights, measures, and moneys, 
together with specimens of Oriental Firmans and 
Script. 
8" x 104”, Boards, Price 4s. 
THE HEBREW COMPENDIUM 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Settlement Building, Berner St., London, E.1 


THE FRANGIS MOTT co, LTD. 


MANUAL & WHO'S WHO 
SPIRITUALISM 
PSYCHIC RESEARCH 


This book is needed on the — of = ——— Over 
one bundred large institutions alr re A it on their 
shelves, including those of HULL, HA KNEY, BRISTOL, 
WANDSWORTH, etc. It has over 5,000 biographies in it, 
and is a mine of information on psychical topics. 

10s. net. 440 pp. Demy 8vo. 


LIFE OF EMILE COUE 


Written by Louis Orton, w 
institute in England. A brilliant bee = 


8s. 6d. net. 320 pp. Demy 8vo. 


A VOICE OUT OF EGYPT 
By RANDALL STEVENS. 
author has received clair-audiently. 
7s. Gd. net. Demy Svo, 240 pp. _ Illustrated. 


112-115, FETTER LANE, E.C.4 
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Library Reports 
By Herserr C. SAwTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 


ABERDEEN Public Libraries.—51st Annual 
Report, 1934-1935. Librarian, G. M. Fraser, 
J.P., F.L.A. Population, 167,259. Rate, 
17d. Income from Rate, £10,474. Stock: 
Lending, 51,617; Reference, 56,458; 
Branches, 17,153. Additions, 5,368. With- 
drawals, 2,852. Issues: Lending, 336,040 ; 
Reference, 61,927; Branches, 134,420; 
Delivery station, 37,587. Borrowers, 15,562, 
extra tickets, 12,067. Branches, 2. One 
Delivery Station. 

Although the total circulation did not overtop the 
“peak” figures of the previous year, yet the half million 
mark was left well Prhind and a satisfactory return 
obtained. The reduétion was almost wholly confined 
to fiétion and juvenile classes. The Central Lending 
—— was closed for a fortnight for re-decoration, 

this meant the loss of approximately 12,000 issues. 

The Committee are desirous of extending the Central 

building to provide further shelf accommodation in the 

three departments. They are also anxious to provide 
full library facilities in several distri€ts which are at 
resent only ey eg with reading rooms. The site 

t a new branch library has also been secured. Once 
again an attempt to eStablish school libraries in the city 
has been unsuccessful. The library bindery dealt with 

12,300 items during the year. Efforts to deal effectively 

with the betting nuisance in the reading rooms, by close 

ee supervision and warnings by the attendants, 
ve had satisfactory results. 


AccrINGTON Public Libraries.—35th Annual 
Report, 1934-1935. Borough Librarian, John 
W. Singleton, F.L.A. Population, 41,990. 
Rate, 2.91d. Income from Rate, £2,868. 
Stock: Lending, 29,538; Reference, 7,045. 
Issues: Lending, 411,515; 
Stations, 26,327; Schools, 34,085. 
Borrowers, 10,924. Delivery stations, 3. 

Mr. Singleton considers the decline in circulation 
from the re ie to be the result of the con- 
geSted State of the department, where it is impossible 
to run the service satisfactorily and where borrowers 
have not reasonable facilities for sele€ting their books. 

The reduétion in the issues to children are also attributed 

to the same cause. A special report on the needs for 

extending the accommodation has been submitted to 
the Committee. It is to be hoped that the expedient 
of closing the children’s library and using the space 
for adult readers will not have to be carried out. The 
whole of the non-fiétion stock in the lending depart- 
ment has been re-classified by the Dewey system, ben 

Brown’s AdjuStable scheme. The books in the ref- 

erenee department are to be treated in the same way 

during the coming year. The library is now joined up 
with the North Western ay Library Bureau 

which came into operation on April 18t, 1935. 


Delivery . 


BourNEMouTH Public Libraries —Annual Re- 
port, 1934-1935. Borough Librarian, D. S. 
Young, F.L.A. Population (estimated), 
120,000. Income from Rate, £13,241. 
Stock : Lending, 21,858; Reference, 11,789; 
Music, 4,685; Branches, 53,146. Addi- 
tions, 12,464. Withdrawals, 14,400. Issues: 
Lending, 220,198; Reference, 57,073; 
Music, 4,818; Branches, 1,016,965. Bor- 
rowers, 27,445; extra tickets, 12,028. 
Branches 6. 

After a period of more than forty years’service 
Mr. Charles Riddle retired from the post of Borough 
Librarian in September, 1934. An illuminated address 
was presented to him on behalf of the Borough Council, 
who placed on record their high appreciation of the 
valuable work accomplished by Mr. Riddle during his 
long service to the Borough. The year under review 
was notable for an advance in the issue of non-fiction 
by 26,362, and a drop in fiction of 10,572. Since the 
extension of the Borough in 1930 the issue of books 
from the Winston Library has risen by 110,000, and 
at the Southbourne Library by 90,000 volumes. The 
committee have purchased a site for a branch library in 
the Kinson area, which will, when eStablished, relieve 
the undue pressure of work at Winston. The reference 
room at the Central Library has been re-arranged and 
relighted with pleasing results. 4,624 volumes were 
bound in the home bindery during the year. 


The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bartow. 
OF all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
rhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
eae together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 
BENHAM (Sir Gurney) Book of Quotations. 
1936. Ward, Lock. 15s. 

Originally published in 1907 and substantially 
revised and extended in 1924. The present extension 
has added some fifty pages to the book. 
BoppincTon (A. L.) Statistics and their Appli- 

cation toCommerce. Ed.7. 1936. Pitman. 
12s. 6d. 

It is not so much the necessity for revision as its 
Standing as the book on the subjeét that has called for 
a further edition of this work. The revisions are few 
and consist of small additions as on page fifty-four. 
Cotter (Leon) The of the Alps. 

Ed. 2. 1936. Arnold. 20s. 

The chief alteration to the edition of 1927 is the 

addition of a new seétion of thirty-five pages dealing 
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with the Alps in the Western Mediterranean as far as 

the Baiearic Islands. The chapters on Mont Blanc and 

the Aiguilles Ranges and that on the geology of the 
ungfrau have been re-written, whilst that on the 
ura Mountains has been shortened. 

CROWTHER (J. A.) A Manual of Physics. Ed. 4. 

First published in 1919 and last revised in 1930. 
More than twenty new sections have been introduced, 
including matter on Osmatic Pressure and _ the 
phenomena of radioaétivity and its theory. In addition 
the seétions on alternating current have been extended 
and those on X-rays have been rewritten, together with 
many other minor alterations. 

DucGurp (Charles) How to Read the Money 
Article. Ed. 7. By W. C. Brooks. 1936. 
Pitman. 3s. 6d. 

This elementary classic of finance was first pub- 
lished in 1901 and last revised in 1931. In the present 
revision there has been some re-writing of the original 
text to clarify the author’s meaning and all the faéts and 
examples have been brought up to date. 

Davips (C. A. F. Rhys) The Birth of 
Indian Psychology and its Development in 
Buddhism. 1936. Luzac. 5s. 

This book is a development of the author’s 
Buddift Psychology published in 1914 and revised in 1924, 
and is substantially a new book with perhaps four times 
the reading matter. Mrs. Rhys Davids is President of 
the Pali Text Society and an undoubted expert in early 
Indian literature. It is through her knowledge of and 
research into these early Buddist records that she finds 
certain conclusions of past and present writers unten- 
able. She does not claim an uate knowledge of 
the subject but presents her present views based on her 
discoveries of the last ten years. 

Duxes (Ashley) Denna. Ed. 2. 1936. Home 
University Library. Butterworth. 2s. 6d. 

The chief revision is found in the second chapter 
on the Dramatists where the main trends of drama since 
1926 are indicated. The reading list is also brought 
down to date. 

FanstoneE (R. M.) Colour Photography. 1936. 
Pitman. 12s. 6d. 

This volume was written with the intention of 
revising the late Owen Wheeler’s book published in 

1928, but is substantially a new book. The author says 
dee the subje& has changed so much during the last 
few years and processes of which much was expected 
have been abandoned. The scope of the book has been 
somewhat changed and is now primarily intended for 
amateurs who desire to make siden in colour. 

Ha.pane (J. S.) The Philosophy of a Biologist. 
Ed. 2. 1936. O.U.P. 6s. 

To the edition of last year the author has added 
further material, chiefly to Chapters II. and III., for the 
_— of clarifying and expanding his argument. 

mks (A. R.) Astronomy. Ed. 2. 1936. 

Home University Library. Butterworth, 2s. 6d. 

The author has preserved the plan of the 1911 
edition, but has rewritten the greater part of the book 
without unduly enlarging the text. Perhaps the best 
guide to the great changes in the subjeé will be found 


PITMAN’S 
LATEST BOOKS 


LAW FOR THE PRIVATE 
MOTORIST 


By C. W. Evans and Denis S. Dannreuther, of 
Gray's Inn and the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law. 
OrriciALLY RECOMMENDED BY THE Royal AUTO- 
moBILE CiUB. Crown 8vo, cloth, 195 pp. 3/6 net. 


THE GRAMOPHONE 
IN EDUCATION 

EMBROIDERY AND 
NEEDLEWORK 

By Gladys Windsor Fry. “ The perfect textbook.” 


(OsserRvEeR). Demy 4to, cloth gilt, 267 ., full 
illustrated in colour and in black and white. 40)- 


SMALL SAILING CRAFT 

Design and Construction. 
By John F. oe, M.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.I.Mech.E. 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 114 pp., illustrated. 5/- net. 


DETAILS POST FREE ON REQUEST. 


PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, W.C.2 


in the bibliography where the books of Ball and Clerke 

have given way before those of Jeans and Eddington. 

LANCASTER (Joseph) Principles and Praétice of 
Auditing. Ed. 3, by H. G. Wrigglesworth 
and E.G. Williams. 1936. Gregg. tos. 6d. 

There has been a fair amount of revision so that 
the book represents the modern attitude to the subje@— 
The elimination of mechanical checking by an auditor, 
who now becomes more intimately concerned with 
problems of valuation, profit determination, and the 
Statement of results. There has also been much revision 
on points of law, etc. 

Moore (Harold) Liquid Fuels: Their Manu- 
facture, Properties, Utilisation and Analysis. 
1935. Technical Press. 21s. 

This work supersedes the author’s earlier book 
published in 1918, revised in 1920, and which is now 

uite obsolete. 
swin (C. S.) and Kersey (H. W.) Estate 
Accounts. Ed. 2. 1936. C.U.P. 3s. 6d. 

Several seétions of the 1926 edition have been 
re-written but the scope and size of this small book 
remain unaltered. 

Percivat (John) Agricultural Botany. Ed. 8. 
1935. Duckworth. 18s. 

First published in 1900 and considerably revised 
in 1910. The last revision was done ten years ago, an 
now, in addition to revision of detail throughout, there 
is new material in the chapters on the Plant Cell and on 
Reproduétion. 
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Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


AMERICAN LrBRARY ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 
ON RICHARDSON (Ernest 
Cushing) A Union World Catalog of Manu- 
script Books, Parts 1-;. New York, H. W. 
Wilson Co., 1933-35. $4 

The five parts before us are the commencement 
of one of the most important bibliographical compila- 
tions at present in progress. There appears unfortu- 
nately to be some doubt as to whether more volumes 
are likely to be produced. Briefly the method appears 
to be to index with short titles the full-dress catalogues 
of the manuscripts in the libraries of all countries. 

Part 3 contains a most useful List of Printed Catalogues 

of Manuscript Books, occupying nearly 400 pages. 

Parts 2 and 5 form an index by Dr. H. A. Grubb to the 

MS. books in 27 Libraries of Spain and Portugal. 

To this is added a cumulated author list to the MS. 

books in the 27 libraries and this forms an admirable 

obje& lesson as to the value and importance of the 

—— general index. It has always been a matter 

or wonder that books in MS. should have been 

treated differently to books in print and that author 
catalogues are practically unknown in the MS. depart- 
ments of the great libraries of the world. 

Baker (Ernest A.) The History of the English 
Novel, Vol. 7. The Age of Dickens and 


Thackeray. Witherby. 16s. net. 

The seventh and latest volume of Dr. Baker’s 
careful and scholarly work comes at an opportune 
moment, dealing as it does with the Age of Dickens 
and Thackeray. The volume opens with a chapter on 
the Irish novelists, the foremost of whom was 
Charles Lever. The historical novelists after Scott 
are next dealt with. Then a trio which at first 
sight seem ill assorted, but Dr. Baker brings forward 
excellent reasons for dealing with them together ; the 
writers in question being Peacock, Disraeli and Lytton. 
The remainder of the book is devoted to Dickens 
and his predecessors and to Thackeray. The reading 
list for the period will be most helpful to students. 
As in the previous volumes of this great work, Dr. 
Baker shows a wide range of sympathy with the 
writers he deals with, and a real grasp of the trend of 
the history of the novel. 

BarnarD (Cyril C.) A Classification for 
Medical Libraries, with introduétion, local 
list, index of parasites and general index. 
Lund, Humphries. 1os. 6d. net. 

Mr. Ba is yt well adapted for the 
work of construétin Medical Classification. His 

in the of Revel of 


expe 
Medicine, of the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum 
and the Tropical Diseases Library, together with his 

resent position as Librarian of the London School of 
reread, and Tropical Medicine have given him a 
thorough knowledge of medical literatuse. The 


classification is arranged on a letter basis of twenty-six 
classes and letters are used for sub-classes except for 
local sub-headings which are indicated by figures. 

It is impossible for a layman to criticise Mr. 
Barnard’s elaborate tables, but it may be permitted to 
make the observation that the historical side appears 
to be a little negleéted. For instance, Thomsonism is 
included but Baunscheidtism does not occur in the 
index. Vaccination is of course provided for but the 
mass of literature on the Inoculation of Smallpox itself 
has no definite location. 

Boox-Auction Recorps, Vol. 33, Part 1. 
Stevens, Son and Stiles. 30s. net per annum. 

With its usual regularity the quarterly part of 

B.A.R. appears covering the first quarter of the season 
35-36. The sales recorded are those which took 
gus in a December, 1935, and the number of 
records is 3 
Isaac (Frank) English Printers’ of the 
Sixteenth Century. Illus. ord Uni- 
versity Press, London, Humphrey Milford. 


25S. net. 

The Study of type faces for long confined to the 
books of the 15th century has now spread to those 
of the 16th, and students find that these later types have 
to be examined in a much closer manner than those of 
the earlier period, as their differences are so much more 
minute. 1. Isaac analyses with great care the types 
used by all the important printers of his period, but he 
arranges his material in such a form as to make it an 
attempt at a history of English printing for the period 
rather than a history of the development of the types. 
Reference has to be made to the index for the various 
uses of the types. The forms of type might have been 
made the basis of the book and the chapters devoted 
to the Textura, Rotunda and all the other “‘ brave new ” 
names of our old friends Black Letter, Gothic, efc. 
The learned types are very cursorily dealt with and we 
have failed to find a single reference to music type. 
Jorcxer (Carleton Bruns) The Government 

of the American Public Library. Maps. 
Tables. Chicago, University of Chicago 
Press. Cambridge University Press. 13s. 6d. 


net. 

The University of Chicago has made several 
valuable and original contributions to the ever-growing 
literature of librarianship in its Studies in Library Science 
Series. While the volume before us is no less interesti 
than its predecessors, it is a difficult one for Engli 
readers to underStand in all its implications, because 
American library government is so different and so 
much more complicated than our own. 

Basing his survey on an analysis of library govern- 
ment in no fewer than 310 American cities, the author, 
who is professor of library science in the University of 
Michigan, has had three ahisiiene before him. He has 
attempted to define and to describe the various types of 
library government as they are to be found in the 
United States, to evaluate each type of library in terms 
of its Strength and weakness, advantages and dis- 
advan and to outline the future possibilities of 
the publi library as a funétion of government. 

In separate chapters Professor Joeckel has dealt 
with waits "Ging as: the background of the modem 
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public library, the legal basis of the public library, 
municipal libraries with and without s, an appraisal 
of the library board, the regional problem, etc. He 
gives Great Britain credit for the simplicity of its laws, 
where, “ instead of forty-eight syStems of law, as in 
the United States, one suffices for England and Wales 
and three for Great Britain.” Speaking of library 
co-operation, he also expresses the opinion that “ for 
the most successful comprehensive scheme of this sort 

. . . We must go to the ‘ regional library bureau ’ as 

develo extensively in England in recent years.” 

Altogether, here is a comprehensive and scholarly 

iece of work of which both the author and those who 

ve sent it forth may be justly proud. It is well- 
written, well-produced, thoroughly documented, and 
furnished with an extensive bibliography and a very 
full index. 

REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1935. Illus. 
Washington, United States Government 
Printing Office. 

The annual report of the Librarian of Con; 
contains much of interest to English Librarians. h 
of the divisions is dealt with separately. In the depart- 
ment of Accessions it may be noted that the number 
of net accessions has increased since last year although 
the number of gifts to the Library has decreased. 


GENERAL. 


THE ADVENTURES OF A SCHOOLMASTER, being 
the Autobiography of Hubert William Ord, 
with some account of the Blackheath 
Proprietary School and a foreword by Sir 
Frank Dyson. Illus. Simpkin. 1os. 6d. net. 

The theme of this book, as the author tells us in 
his introduétion and as might be guessed from the 
title, is Education. The author tells us of his own 
school days and the schools which he attended, and 
then of the various schools in which he has taught or 
with which he has been conneéted. 


ANARCHY OR WorRLD OrpDeER. Problems of 
Peace. Tenth Series. Allen and Unwin. 


7s. 6d. net. 

These papers, which were originally delivered 
at the annual session of the Geneva Institute of Inter- 
national Relations, deal with some of the most urgent 
problems which are confronting the world to-day. 
Among the papers in this book are “Is American 
Neutrality Possible?” by Professor J. B. Whitton, 
and “ The Future of the Colleétive System,” by P. J. 
Noel-Baker. All the papers are by experts, and worthy 
of the consideration of everyone interested in the peace 
of the world. 


Betioc (Hilaire) The County of Sussex. Six 
maps. Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 

Hilaire Belloc spent many years of his life in Sussex 

and is well qualified to write this charming book. He 


finds that many aspeéts of the county have changed 
since his youth, and he has written his description 
as a labour of love in order to preserve the memory 
of a beautiful English distri&. 


Berxeey (G. F. H.) and (J.) Italy in the 


Making. June, 1846, to 1 Jan., 1848. 
Frontis. | Cambridge University Press. 
21s. net. 


The short period of less than two years which is 
the subje& of this book was one of the most important 
in the evolution of the Italian nation. It was a period 
of agitation, of the gradual awakening of the national 
mind to the possibility of throwing off the Austrian 
overlordship. The chief figure who contributed to this 
awakening was Pope Pius IX. He was eleéted in 1846, 
and is the central figure of this book. At the end of 
the period he had by his diplomacy and courage shown 
the Italian States the way to freedom. So that in 1848 
all the States were sending soldiers to fight against 
Metternich. This work and the volume which preceded 
it are the fruits of considerable research and, what is 
more, a real love of the subje&. The bibliography 
which is included will testify in some measure to the 
pains which the author has taken, and the exhaustive 
Study he has made of his period. 

BriccGs (Barbara) Trees of Britain, Their Form 
and Charaéter. Illus. by the author. Lutter- 
worth. 21s. net. 

All the trees which the reader is likely to meet 
with in the English countryside are dealt with by the 
author. After reading this book anyone should be 
able to recognise the various species of trees. The 
illustrations, both those in the text and those reproduced 
in collotype at the end of the book, are excellent. 
Corey (Hilda M.) Our Heritage of Garden 

Flowers. With thirty-two full-coloured 
plates by the Author. Lutterworth. 7s.6d. net. 

A charming volume for the real flower lover. 
The beautiful coloured illustrations with their accom- 
panying on should find a home in every house 
that has a garden. The habits and colouring of garden 
flowers is treated with great sympathy and simplicity. 
Coxuts (Robert) The Silver Fleece. An Auto- 

biography. Decorated by T. G. Wilson. 
Nelson. 15s. net. 

The author of this interesting autobiography is 
an Irish doétor. He took part as a schoolboy in the 
Dublin insurreétion and later played Rugger for Ireland. 
He describes his adventures with charm. He also gives 
accounts of AZ. and Dr. Buchmann, whose disciple 
he was for a short period. 

MILLER (Max) The Great Trek, with an intro- 
duétion by Grey Owl. Illus. Lovat Dickson. 
7s. 6d. net. 

In 1929 the Canadian Government decided to 
supply some Eskimos in the North of Canada, who 
were on the verge of starvation, with a herd of Reindeer. 
The firm they contraéted with reckoned that it would 
take them 18 months to drive the herd from Alaska 
to its destination, actually it took them nearly five years. 
This book is the record of the hardships which they 
underwent 
MITrELHOLZER (Walter) Flying Adventures. 

Illus. Blackie. 10s. 6d. net. 
A simple narrative of the flying exploits of a great 
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a whose achievements include the first flight over 
Mount Demavend, first across the northern heights of 
Abyssinia and the first flight from Teheran to Baghdad. 
The author writes without affeétation in a manner 
suited to the events which he describes. The book is 
illustrated with some excellent aerial photographs. 


Mowar (R. B.) Gibbon. Frontis. Barker. 


Tos. net. 

Gibbon’s life, which is only partly revealed in 
his autobiography, was a full — interesting one, and 
throws light on contemporary modes and manners in 
England, France and Selenite where he spent 
most of his time. Professor Mowat has had access to 
unpublished papers in the British Museum and has 
ae a readable and lively life of the greatest 

glish historian. 
RICHMOND (Leonard) The Technique of Still 
Life Painting in Oil Colours. Illus. Pitman. 


12s. 6d. net. 

Art Students who wish to specialise in this fas- 
cinating branch of painting cannot do better than read 
Mr. Richmond’s book. The author deals lucidly with 
the elements of constructional oil painting, the choice 
of objeés, and the effe& of sunlight on groups, all 
with reference to a series of ¢ of the art, which 
are reproduced at the end of the book. 

Stxes (E. E.) Lucretius, Poet and Philosopher. 
Cambridge University Press. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is the first book which has been published 
which deals with the human side of Lucretius’ life and 
work, though many volumes have been devoted to 
people of lesser importance. The author has attempted 
to sum up the aétual achievement of the poet, and to 
investigate his attitude towards ethics and religion. 
The translations from the Latin are by the poy 
self, but in an appendix he gives specimens of other 
translations. 

THe Sourh AmerIcAN HANDBOOK, 1936. 
13th edition. Trade and Travel Publica- 


tions. 2s. 6d. net. 

Rapid changes in many spheres of South American 
life have necessitated the almost complete revision of 
this handbook, now in its thirteenth year. The reader 
will find the most up-to-date and complete information 
on every aspeét of South American commerce and 
finance. Each country is dealt with separately. The 
tourist also will find full information as regards hotels 
and the best methods of transport from place to place. 
Straus (Ralph) Dickens, the Man and the 

Book. Illus. Argosy Books, Nelson. 
38. 6d. net. 

A clever Study on new lines of Dickens and his 
works. Extraéts and favourite S$ are inter- 
polated with fragments about their author. Not an 
easy thing to do satisfactorily, but Ralph Straus has 
made a success of it. 

Tat (Herbert Van) Ernest Augustus, Duke 
of Cumberland and King of Hanover. A 
Brief Survey of the man and his times. 
Illus. Barker. 15s. net. 


The Duke of Cumberland was, during-most of his 


life, one of the most un men in England. His 
extreme Toryism and his championship of the Estab- 
lished Church were probably mostly to blame for this. 
But the cause célébre with which his name was con- 
neéted also contributed to his unpopularity, and was 
used relentlessly by his enemies. 


THORNTON (Philip) The Voice of Atlas. In 
Search of Music in Morocco. Illus. Macle- 


hose. 8s. 6d. net. 

Those who heard any of Mr. Thornton’s talks on 
the wireless will know that he has a sense of humour 
and an eye for detail. In this discursive travel book 
he tells very pleasantly of his adventures in Morocco, 
sampling strange meals with the natives, going for rides 
in local buses and getting into conversation with 
odd people, and so on. Much of the book is devoted 
to his quest for music and many interesting musical 
quotations are given. 

Vae (Edmund) Seas and Shores of England. 
Illus. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author writes of the sea and the coastline from 
a new and intimate point of view which brings clearly 
to the reader the charm of both land and water. The 
borders of the Irish Sea, the Severn Sea, St. George’s 
Channel, the English Channel and the North Sea are 
dealt with in the most sympathetic manner. A book 
for those who dwell on the water’s edge and also for 
those who spend their lives on the ocean itself. 


(Sir Leonard) Abraham. Recent 
Discoveries and Hebrew Origins. Faber. 


7s. 6d. net. wil 
It has been supposed that the Bi 
narrative of ay of Abraham was not subStantially 
true. Sir Leonard Woolley, as a result of his archzo- 
logical discoveries in Ur of the Chaldees now advances 
the view that the story may be a true, if simplified, 
version of what aétually happened. His researches 
go to prove that the Abraham of the Bible was probably 
a composite figure based on several successive patriarchs 
which would account for the great age with which he 
is credited. 
YOuNGHUSBAND (Sir Francis) Everest: The 
Challenge. Illus. Nelson. 12s. 6d. net. 
The author of this book, who is well known as a 
myStic and as a man of aétion, has combined in this 
work a description of the attempts which have been 
made on Everest and on the other peaks of the 
Himalayas, with a spiritual interpretation of the meaning 
of such adventures. At a time when a new attempt is 
being planned to conquer Mount Everest, this book 
should have a particular as well as a lasting appeal. 


FICTION. 


Capex (Karel) An Ordinary Life. Allen and 
Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

It is a commonplace of fiétion that the mot 
ordinary lives have great interest if they are presented 
in the right way. Capek here presents us with the 
life of a seemingly very ordinary stationmaster, who in 
his old wrote his autobiography. But even the 
life of this honest Stationmagster contained hidden 
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Struggles. The psychological storm which the hero 
had to face forms the crux of this book, which is unusual 
and absorbing. 


Durrte.p (Anne) Glittering Heights. Cassell. 
7s. 6d. net. 

This is the tale of Emmy who has to choose 
between two men, Adrian, suave, polished, and of 
her own kind, and Max MacMurrich, the dour 
Scotsman, who has quarrelled with his people. It is a 
difficult choice, but Emmy never wavers and in the 
end her relatives are made to see that she is right. 


GLYDER (John) She Stayed the Night. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Valentine Vernon, who is supposed to accompany 
his martinet of a sister to the seaside for a holiday, 
misses his train and returns home at night to find his 
bed occupied by a fair maiden who, it is needless to 
say, ought not to have been there. Here is the ground- 
work of a farce which, not original in inception, is 
treated in an original Style. 

Goopwin (John) Above the Law. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Again the master criminal and the wonderful 
deteétive. One of them had eyes with “a pale blue 
glare.” Another charatter’s “ eyes oo red,” and 
yet another’s “‘ eyes contraéted like eyes of a cat.” 
An interesting Study for an oculist. 

Hawkins (William L.) Opal Canyon. Ward 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

Mary could not make up her mind which of the 
two partners, Dave and Bragg, she wanted ; this led 
to a feud between them. Adventures crowd in on 
them thick and fast; first they are on one side of the 
law and then on the other. But all comes right in the 
end and their quarrel is settled amicably. 

Hicuens (Robert) The Sixth of Oétber. 
Cassell. 7s. 6d. net. 

We have had Stories about professional seers 
before, but they are not always so deeply tempted as 
Claudius to commit murder for a bet in which the 
Stake is fifty thousand pounds to one thousand. How 
Lord Burnaby escapes from the result of his inherent 
love of betting is told in Mr. Hichens’ best vein, 
though the story he tells, leaves the reader hanging in 
the air as it is somewhat inconclusive. 

Hyper (Alan) Prelude to Blue Mountains. 
A Novel. Barker. 7s. 6d. net. 

Bohemians tramping in the open. “ Pop” is too 
fond of his liquor, Start Hansome has committed a 
crime and is being pursued by the law, and Leila—well 
you must read about Leila to understand. 


‘Norris (Kathleen) Secret Marriage. Murray. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Mary Burleigh is torn between her duty to her 
orphaned sisters and brothers and to the man, Calvin 
Tait, whom she has married secretly because she 
cannot bear to leave her home responsibilities. Unfor- 
tunately she does not know how to adjust herself to 
conditions. Her troubles are complicated by the 
attival of a man on the scene whom she discovers to 
be her real affinity. We can only say, poor Mary ! 


Temnet (Darwin L.) Bells on His Toes. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 
The commonplace everyday round of the per- 
formers in a second-rate French circus form the oe 
und to Mark Doughty's search for his ing wife. 
¢ becomes involved in several exciting and amusing 
clashes with the law. Finally he has to face the return 
his not to divorce him after all, 
ving lost chance of iness with Lucia, the 
circus girl, through his Pabeo 


Totstot (Alexei) The Death Box. Translated 
from the original Russian by Bernard 
Guilbert Guerney. 9 diagrams. Methuen 
and Co. 7s. 6d. net. 

Zoe Montrose, with her many cars, her ht 
newspaper publicity, her necklace of crystal glo 
filled with neon pases, and her vicarious knowledge 
of chemistry, is a fascinating figure, and Rolling, known 
in Paris as the American Buffalo, took her into his 
confidence as a business man should, up to the hilt. 
Then enters Garin, who was thought to have been 
murdered, and a ensue on board the yacht 
Arizona and in the Golden Island. A very adventurous 
Story set in an atmosphere of post-revolutionary Russia. 


Voronsky (A.) Waters of Life and Death. 
English Translation and Foreword by 
L. Zarine. Allen and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author of this long autobiographical novel is 
well known in Russia. He deals with such important 
events as the 1905 Oétober Rebellion and the Prague 

Conference of 1912, and the book may well be classed 

as an historical document. But it is also a novel and 

has many scenes of humour and romance. 


Westrwoop (Doris) Humble 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A prince tired of his high position, makes his 
escape from Tansarnia and comes to an English school, 
but not satisfied that he is free, he goes to Cornwall 
and makes his home with a woman much older than 
himself. Their romance is interrupted when he is 
discovered in his retreat and forced to return to 
Ruritania—we mean Tansarnia. The author uses an 
obvious device for the purpose of cutting short 
“Humphry’s ” precious but tragic memories. 
Wiuiams (Frank) The Open Range. Ward 

Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

Cowmen and Sheepmen again, and their ever- 
lasting differences which lead to adventure, love and 
warfare. Not a dull page and the real flavour of the 


West. 
JUVENILE. 


Bat.ey (D. S.) David’s Band. Illus. Zenith 
Press. 1s. net. 

Books for Christian children written in Bengali 
are scarce and this Story was written with a view to 
translation in that lan So successful was it 
in awakening interest that English children may be 
equally delighted in reading of the lives of their Indian 
brothers sisters. 


Servant. 
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Gruuespte (M. E.) Glitter or Gold ? Pickering. 
2s. net. 

Ethné and Maud O’Neill to visit their Aunt 
Joan. A girl’s Story in which Ethné finds happiness. 
Hortn (Lillie B. and Arthur C.) 1o1 Things 

For Girls To Do. Being a Review of 
Simple Crafts and Household Subjeés. 


Illus. Batsford. 5s. net. 

Every conceivable object that girls can make in 
their spare time is here described and illustrated. A 
most ingenious book which every girl should have for 
holiday time. It forms a useful introduétion to the 
more advanced crafts. 

LEHMAN (Paul Evan) The Cougar of Canyon 
Caballo. Ward Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 

The mySterious Cougar is an outlaw and enemy of 
the heroine’s uncle, Bodaine. On her journey by 
Stage-coach he holds up the coach and she is imme- 
diately interested in his Strong lithe figure. Boys, 
what a Story. Don’t miss it. 


Pearce (Winifred M.) Mystery at St. Olaves. 


Frontis. Pickering. 1s. net. 

Stella Petrie was a myStery at school. She is 
shabbily dressed and not attractive in appearance 
becomes the butt of the more seleé& young ladies of 
St. Olaves. She keeps herself to herself but by c 
wins the school medal for bravery. In the end the 
mystery is satisfactorily solved. 

PetrmMaAn (Grace) What Happened to Peter. 


Illus. Pickering. 1s. 6d. net. 

Peter’s gift of ventriloquism led him into some 
trouble until he learnt not to be fond of showing off, 
and then came an occasion when it was very useful to 
him. A pleasant tale with a strong moral, attached, 
but not unduly Stressed. 


QUENNELL (M. and C. H. B.) The Good New 


Days. Illus. Batsford. 6s. net. 

This is the last book which we shall have from 
these collaborators and we are fortunate that they were 
able to complete their history of everyday things and 
add this postscript to it before the death of Mr. 
Quennell. The authors deal in their usual straight- 
forward manner with the problems of the present and 
the future which are facing those about to enjoy the 
British heritage. 

ZECHLIN (Ruth) Bed-Time Fun for Boys and 
Girls. Illus. Oxford, Blackwell. 2s. 6d. net. 

This little book is intended for children who 
through sickness or delicacy have to Stay in bed and 
need some quiet form of occupation. There is a chart 
of possibilities and diagrams showing what to make 
of paper, beads, and other contrivances, including 
puzzles, riddles and match-stick games. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


BRITISH-ITALIAN BULLETIN. Fair Play for Italy, 

H. C. Hopkinson; A Short History of the 
Abyssinian Question.—BULLETIN of the American 
Library Association, March, 1936.—-DECORATION, 
March, 1936.—INDIAN LIBRARY JOURNAL, 
February, 1936.—JAHRESBERICHT der Pyeussischen 
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Staatsbibliothek, 1934.—THE LIBRARIAN, March, 
1936.—THE LIBRARY ASSISTANT, March, April, 
1936.—THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORD, 
March, 1936.—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, March 
1st, March 15th, 1936—MORE BOOKS: The 
Bulletin of the Boston Public Library, February, 
March, 1936.—SIGNATURE, a Quadsimestrial of 
Tyeenely and Graphic Arts, November, 1935, 
March, 1936—ST. LOUIS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
Monthly Bulletin, January-February, 1936.—WILSON 
BULLETIN for Librarians, March, 1936.—WILSON, 
Find it Yourself. A Brief Course in the Use of Books 
and Libraries by E. Scripture and M. R. Greer. 


The Essex Guild of Librarians 


Asout fifty librarians and assistants attended 
the inaugural meeting of the Essex Guild of 
Librarians on March 18th, held by kind per- 
mission of the Chelmsford Public Library 
Committee at the new library in Duke Street, 
The chair was taken by Mr. J. L. Wilson, 
F.L:A., and Mr. J. G. O’Leary, F.1..A., was 
called upon to address the meeting on “ The 
Public Library Service in Essex.” 

Mr. O'Leary spoke from notes only, but it 
is to be hoped that he will commit the substance 
of such an interesting and important address to 
paper. Briefly outlining the history of the 
public library movement in Essex, Mg 
O’Leary explained the growth of suburbag 
areas beyond extra-metropolitan London, and 
pointed out the necessity for, and the difficulties 
involved in the provision of a library service 
equal to that provided by the neighbouring 
London boroughs. 

After a very good discussion, Mr. O’ Leary, 
in his reply, pointed out the opportunity 
for further consideration of the questiog 
at the forthcoming conference. The 
chairman then introduced the proposal fos 
an Essex Guild, which would be informal and 
temporary, functioning only as long as a@ 
provision was made under the new Libragy 
Association scheme. Most of those present 
were in favour of the idea, and it was decided 
to have quarterly meetings, an Ona 
Committee of Messrs. S. G. Berriman, R. L. W 
Collison and E. A. Leyland being appointed 
The meeting recorded a hearty vote of thant 
to the Chelmsford Public Library Committeg 
Mr. J. L. Wilson and his staff for an interesting 
evening, and many stayed for a further examina 
tion of the attractive building in which t 
meeting took place. R.L.WGe 
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